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PLANNING & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
1 OCTOBER 1998 

 
 Present: Councillor Mrs Ballin (Chairman), Councillors Adams, Bayle, 

Doyle, Fawcett, Finnie, Flood, Jones, Mrs Pile, Ryan, Sargeant, 
Simonds, Wade, Wheaton and Worrall 

 
 Apologies were received from Councillors Grayson and Onions. 
 
 
232. Substitute Members 
 

In accordance with Standing Order No. 38, Councillors Fawcett and Wheaton 
attended the meeting as substitutes for Councillors Grayson and Onions respectively. 
 
 

233. Minutes 
 

The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 25 June 1998 were approved 
as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
 

234. Urgent Items of Business under Standing Order No. 7 
 
There were no urgent items of business under Standing Order No. 7. 
 

 
235. Minutes of Sub Committees 
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Highways Sub Committee held on 
17 September 1998, and the minutes of the Planning Control Sub Committee held on 
2 and 30 July, 3 September 1998 as set out in Appendices A, B, C and D hereto be 
received and noted. 
 

 
236. Quarterly Operations Report (Item 1) 
 

The Committee received a copy of the Director of Planning & Transportation’s first 
Quarterly Operations Report. 
 
The Director briefly drew the Committee’s attention to the key points emerging from 
the report.  In response to a question, he confirmed that Eric Konig had been 
appointed to succeed Richard Kent who had left the Council. 

 
 
237. Commitment Budget and Service Plans 1999/2000-2001/2002 (Item 2) 
 

The Committee considered a report inviting it to consider its existing commitments 
and medium term priorities in order to ensure that resources are directed to priority 
areas. 
 
The Committee was advised that, in agreeing the present position, it was not 
committing itself to a particular budget in subsequent years.  The savings identified in 
the report were those which could currently be relied upon.  However, during the 
remainder of the year, it was likely that other pressures would emerge, which would 
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change the budgetary position.  In response to a question, the Committee was 
advised that the phrase “medium term” when considering the budget, generally 
meant the next two to three years. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the commitment budget in table 1 and the medium term 
objectives outlined in the report be approved. 

 
 
(NB: Councillor Mrs Ballin declared an interest in the following matter and left the 

meeting during its consideration.  Councilllor Sargeant took the chair.) 
 

238. Bracknell Forest Borough Local Plan – Local Plan Inquiry Update and Related 
Changes (Item 3) 

 
The Committee considered a report providing it with an update on progress at the 
Local Plan inquiry and inviting it to approve certain changes to the draft Plan arising 
from consideration of issues raised by objectors. 
 
The Committee considered in turn the reasons behind suggested changes to the 
draft policies EN11, EN12, EN20, EN28, GB3, GB5, and H5, and in each case 
approved the proposals. 

 
RESOLVED:  That the changes to the Bracknell Forest Borough Local Plan detailed 
in the report relating to policies EN11, EN12, EN20, EN28, GB3, GB5 and H5: 
 
1 Be approved for recommendation to the Local Plan Inspector; and, 
 
2 Adopted for development control purposes. 

 
 
239. Road Safety Plan (Item 4) 
 

The Committee considered a report inviting it to approve for publication the Council’s 
draft Road Safety Plan, which analysed accident and casualty trends within the 
borough and outlined the strategy for achieving reductions during the year. 
 
The officers answered a number of questions arising from the draft Plan and 
indicated: 
 

 That it was not possible to monitor fully the effectiveness of safety measures 
undertaken at every site as traffic counts were not taken at each site; 
 

 That the severity of accidents was taken into account when considering the 
priorities for action; and, 
 

 That, at the Twin Bridges Roundabout, poor lane discipline appeared to be 
one of the major causes of accidents rather than volume of traffic as many 
took place off-peak. 

 
In the course of the debate, it was agreed that reference should be made in the plan 
to the high car ownership in the Borough and, therefore, the weight of traffic on its 
roads, which would inevitably have an impact on road safety. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the Road Safety Plan for 1998/99 be approved for publication. 



 270 

 
 
240. Community Transport Strategy Consultation (Item 5) 
 

The Committee considered the Council’s draft Community Transport Strategy on 
which it was proposed to consult the public. 
 
The Committee discussed a number of issues, including the problems posed by the 
lack of volunteer drivers for some bus operators and the lack of taxis in the Borough 
suitable for use by wheelchair passengers.  It was stressed that these issues and 
others would need to be considered in due course, but, at this stage, it was important 
to undertake as wide a consultation as possible with all interested parties to ascertain 
the needs of the community.  Once the results of the consultation were available, it 
would be for the Council to determine how best to meet the need. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the draft Community Transport Strategy be approved for public 
consultation purposes. 

 
 
241. Sites and Monuments Record (Item 6) 
 

The Committee considered a report outlining a strategy for the production of the 
Council’s Conservation Services Management Plan and management of matters 
relating to the Sites and Monuments Record. 
 
RESOLVED: That: 
 
1 The Sites and Monuments Record, currently maintained by Babtie, be 

adopted; and, 
 

2 The Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead be endorsed as the lead 
authority on matters connected with the management of the Sites and 
Monuments Record, to run concurrently with the Joint Strategic Planning 
Committee. 

 
 
242. Quelm Lane Footpath/Cycleway, Priestwood (Item 7) 
 

The Committee considered a report on proposals to construct a shared 
footpath/cycleway surface along Quelm Lane, Priestwood, along with improvements 
to the adjacent light bridge on Watersplash Lane. 
 
The officers responded to a number of questions relating to the proposal, stressing, 
in particular, that care had been taken in finalising the scheme to minimise the risk of 
damaging tree roots along the route of the path. 

 
RESOLVED:  That: 
 
1 The construction of a shared footpath/cycleway surface along Quelm Lane, 

Priestwood as described in the report, together with improvements to the light 
bridge on Watersplash Lane be approved; and, 

 
2 The work be carried out by the Council’s term contractor, S R Newman and 

Company. 
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243. Proposed Amendments to the Wildlife Heritage Sites Record: WHS 309, The 

Rough, North Ascot (Item 8) 
 
The Committee considered a report proposing to de-designate Wildlife Heritage Site 
309 comprising 10.5 hectares of land at The Rough, North Ascot. 
 
The Committee’s attention was drawn to two letters, which had been received 
objecting to the proposal to de-designate the site.  In response to these, the 
Committee was advised that this was one of four sites to which objections had been 
received as part of the local plan consultation process.  In the other three cases, the 
Council had been advised that the designation could be justified.  The ecology of The 
Rough was, however, not deemed worthy of such designation.  Nonetheless, the site 
remained within the Green Belt and, as such, there remained very strong planning 
grounds for resisting its development.  In response to a question, the Committee was 
advised that, although the site had not been surveyed for three years, in ecological 
terms, there was unlikely to have been any change in the period since then.  In 
acknowledging that this site was no longer worthy of designation, the Council would 
be strengthening the protection afforded to the other designated sites. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the 10.5 hectares of land at The Rough, North Ascot (WHS 309) 
be formally de-designated as a Wildlife Heritage Site and the Berkshire Nature 
Conservation Forum informed accordingly. 

 
 
244. Rural Bus Grants (Item 9) 
 

The Committee considered a report advising it that the Council had received a new 
government grant for expenditure on rural bus services, subject to certain conditions, 
and the action taken by officers. 
 
In response to questions, the Committee was advised that the Council was 
advertising for expressions of interest in running public transport services. 
 
RESOLVED: That: 
 
1 The action taken by officers in relation to the Rural Bus Grant be endorsed; 

and, 
 
2 The decision to enter into any new contract be delegated to the Director of 

Planning & Transportation following consultation with the Chairman. 
 
 
245. Street Naming & Numbering (Item 10) 
 

The Committee considered a report on proposals to delegate the Council’s street 
naming and numbering function to the town and parish councils if they were to elect 
to take it on. 
 
An amended version of the report was circulated to the Committee, which noted that 
the new proposals should avoid some of the problems, which had occurred 
previously, including the use of names on sites other than those for which parish 
councils had originally earmarked them. 
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RESOLVED:  That the Parish/Town Councils be offered the option to select and 
recommend street names to the Borough Council as set out in Annex A of the report.. 

 
 
246. Publicity Arrangements for former “County Matter” Applications (Item 11) 
 

The Committee considered a report inviting it to bring the publicity arrangements for 
former “County Matter” planning applications into line with the procedures applicable 
to all other planning applications. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the Council’s approved procedures for giving publicity to planning 
applications be applied to former “County Matter” applications. 

 
 
247. Babtie Contract – Appraisal Process (Item 12) 
 

The Committee considered a report suggesting a process for reviewing the 
performance of the Council’s highways and planning consultant. 
 
The Committee noted that it was now six months since it had taken responsibility for 
the contract and agreed that after the first review, they should be held on a six-
monthly basis until the end of the contract. 

 
It was noted that Councillors Bayle and Jones would represent the Labour Group on 
the Panel. 
 
RESOLVED:  That a Panel of 5 Members be established to undertake an appraisal 
of Babtie’s performance and the operation of the contract at a frequency of every six 
months. 

 
 
248. Items for Information 
 

The following items were submitted for information: 
 
“A New Deal for Transport” – White Paper on Integrated Transport (Item 13) 
 
Joint Strategic Planning Committee (Item 14) 
 
A Sustainable Development Strategy for the South East – (Item 15) 
Update on Timetable and Consultation Response 
 
Charges for Building Control Applications (Item 16) 
 
Urgent Action – Local Plan Inquiry Related Changes (Item 17) 
 
Urgent Action – Modernising Planning: The Recovery (Item 18) 
of Costs of Public Local Inquiries – DETR Consultation Paper 
 
 The meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m. 

and concluded at 9.30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 CHAIRMAN 


