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The Council has a statutory duty to provide sufficient school places, and the School
Places Plan and Capacity Strategy (SPP) is the essential tool employed by the
Council to meet this duty.

The Bracknell Forest Learning Improvement Strategy contains seven Key Priorities,
one of whichistol Ac cess-QaaHi g Sc hrbioSPP B theataolethat.
ensures there are sufficient accessible school places available across the Borough in
the right locations at the right time to meet this need.

The SPP is produced in accordance with DfE Guide to Forecasting Pupil Numbers in

School Place Planning and details of the forecasting methodology are set out in
Annex 1.

Executive Summary

Bracknell Forest is moving from a time of scarcity of school places to a time of
surplus school places.

The birth rate and primary school numbers are decreasing across the Borough.

Secondary numbers however are still increasing as the previous rise of primary
numbers is now working its way up through secondary schools.

Pupil numbers are forecast to change between 2020 to 2024:

1 Early Years - decrease by 10% (299)
1 Primary - decrease by 7% (756)
I Secondary KS 3 &4 -increase by 9% (596)
1 Post16 - increase by 39% (381)
1 SEN - increase by 12% (378)

Forecasts indicate that there will be enough mainstream school places across all
sectors in all planning areas to meet this forecast demand, and there are no plans to
add any additional school capacity during this forecast period. The significant
increase in post 16 numbers relates to the future opening of the sixth form at Kings
Academy Binfield.

Where significant surpluses of places put pressure on school budgets, removal of
surplus teaching space may be required at some schools, by:
1 Converting teaching spaces to other uses e.g. learning support

Removing temporary accommodation

1

1 Mothballing part of a school

1 Finding alternative compatible uses for some of the accommodation
1

Leasing out surplus accommodation to paying tenants
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3. FactAfrsecRupiNgl mber sScahrodBllaces
3.1 The following factors affect the supply and demand for school places:
Birth Rate

3.2 ONS population estimates suggest that the birth rate in Bracknell Forest is
decreasing, and this is confirmed by data from the NHS.

ONS Bracknell Forest Number of Live Births by Year and Intake Year
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Immigration

3.3 Immigration and the proportion of pupils in schools from a minority ethnic
background is steadily increasing.

January Census Bracknell Forest% of Minority Ethnic Pupils
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New Housing

Up to approximately 8,100 new houses may be built across the Borough during the
forecast period, based on the housing sites identified in the 2013-26 Site Allocations
Local Plan (SALP), and proposed new housing in receipt of planning permission.
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It should be noted however that in the past new housing nhumbers have often come
on more slowly than anticipated, and that the timescales for the delivery of new
housingisi n t he hands of developers and is
Various factors may affect the timescale for new house building, including market
forces, interest rates on mortgages and employment opportunities in the local area.

The majority of the proposed new housing is in the North Bracknell planning area.

Pupil Yields Arising from New Housing

New dwellings of different sizes yield different numbers of pupils e.g. smaller flats
yield less children than larger 3-4 bed family homes. Research has revealed that
estimated average pupil yields from new housing in Bracknell Forest have decreased
by 30% since 2016.

Pupil Mobility

Internal migration within the Borough for the 2019 intake years is set out on the
tables below:

out si

de
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Primary Internal Migration Sep-19 Intake Year

TO
FROM North Bracknell South Bracknell Crowthorne & Total
Sandhurst
North 481  355% 42 3.1% 2 0.1% 525 39%
Bracknell
South 86 6.3% 497 36.7% 13 1.0% 596 44%
Bracknell
Crowthorne
0, 0, 0, 0,
& Sandhurst 2 0.1% 2 0.1% 231 17.0% 235 17%
Total 569 42% 541 40% 246 18% 1,356 100%
Secondary Internal Migration Sep-19 Intake Year
TO
FROM Total
North Bracknell South Bracknell Crowthorne &
North 304 21.7% 165 11.8% 3 0.2% 472 34%
Bracknell
h
Sout 60 4.3% 502 35.8% 65 4.6% 627 45%
Bracknell
Crowthorne 0 0.0% 15 1.1% 287 20.5% 302 2206
& Sandhurst
Total 364 26.0% 682 48.7% 355 25.3% 1,401 100%

3.9 Pupil mobility is also higher where this is associated with staffing changes at the
Royal Military Academy (RMA). Schools in the Crowthorne and Sandhurst planning
area regularly receive new pupils unexpectedly and therefore typically have pupil
mobility in excess of 20%, which is higher than the national average.

3.10

3.11

3.12

Traveller families are another factor affecting pupil mobility, and this can be difficult
to forecast. There is a permanent designated Traveller Site with 13 pitches in the
Crowthorne and Sandhurst school planning area.

Boundary Issues with Neighbouring Local Authorities

Bracknell Forest shares boundaries with Wokingham, the Royal Borough of Windsor

& Maidenhead (RBWM), Hampshire and Surrey, but the majority of cross-border
movement occurs with Wokingham and RBWM.

There are several legacy issues derived from the way that Berkshire County Council

organised its school places:
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1 Two Bracknell Forest primary schools (Ascot Heath and Cranbourne) are in the
designated area of Charters Secondary School, located in RBWM.

1 The Wokingham primary schools at Hatch Ride and Oaklands are in the
designated area of Edgbarrow Secondary School in Bracknell Forest.

1 The designated area of the RBWM South Ascot primary school extends into the

eastern part of Bracknell Forest.

3.13 The impact of this cross-border legacy on the September 2019 intake is set out on
the table below and this reveals that Bracknell Forest is a net exporter of 54 pupils,

which is 1.9% of the total numbers on roll:

September 2019 Intake Year Cross Border Secondary] Primary
. Totals

Migration Y7 YR
Inwgrd Migration: Offers made to non BF 120 48 168
residents for BF schools
Outward Migration: Offers made to BF 147 75 299
residents for non BF schools

Totals: 267 123 390

New Schools

3.14 New schools may cause some turbulence in demand for school places through
parental preference for new facilities and the time taken for new schools to fill up in
all year groups. The new schools in Bracknell Forest are the Kings Academy Binfield
and Kings Academy Oakwood North Bracknell which opened in September 2018

and September 2019 respectively.

Denominational Education

3.15 There are nine Church of England and Catholic primary schools within Bracknell
Forest and one Church of England secondary Academy, which together meet the
demand for denominational education in the Borough;

1 Binfield CE primary voluntary aided

1 Crowthorne CE primary voluntary controlled
T Jennett ds Par k CEprimaryacademy

1 Ranelagh Academy CE secondary academy

1 StJoseph®& RC primary voluntary aided

1 St Margaret Clitherow RC primary academy

1 St Michael® Easthampstead CE primary voluntary aided

1 St Michael®& Sandhurst CE primary voluntary aided

1 Warfield CE primary voluntary controlled
T Winkfield St Marys CE primary voluntary controlled

3.16 Voluntary Aided schools are their own admissions authorities and the Governing
Bodies set their own admissions arrangements. For Voluntary Controlled Schools
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the Councilist he admi ssions authority emnlidatedhey foll ov
scheme of admissions.

3.17 There is no Catholic secondary school in the Borough so parents preferring a
Catholic education for their children must apply to schools outside the Borough.

3.18 Ranelagh CE academy, St Mi chael 6s EmpsmalyampsiSéeadosephods
RC primary schools do not have Bracknell Forest designated areas. They accept
pupils drawn from wider geographical areas.

3.19 All the above denominational schools have been included in the SPP forecasts.

Free Schools and Academies

3.20 Are state-funded schools but are independent of the Local Authority and are
established through the DfE academies programme as either sponsored or converter
academies.

3.21 There are currently 8 academy schools in Bracknell Forest;

1 Ranelagh Academy CE secondary

9 St Margaret Clitherow RC Primary

1 The Brakenhale Secondary

1 Crown Wood Primary

T Jennettds Park CE Primary

9 Great Hollands Primary

1 Kings Academy Binfield Primary and Secondary
1 Kings Academy Oakwood Primary

3.22 Academies and Free Schools are their own Admission Authorities, and their
admissions arrangements are determined by their governing bodies in agreement
with the Education Funding Agency. The Council would reasonably expect to be
consulted onchangestoacademi es 0 admi ssibatoasnotar r angement s,
determine them, and this may impact on the Authority's ability to manage the supply
of school places.

Admission Over the PAN

3.23 Under the revised 2014 School Admissions Code, individual schools can admit over
their Published Admission Numbers (PAN). Schools may also admit over the PAN
where parents win admissions appeals.

3.24 This can impact on the C o u nsability @ manage the supply of school places if
schools take pupils that might otherwise have taken places at other schools.



School Places Plan 2020-2024 Bracknell Forest Council

School Sep-14 | Sep-15 | Sep-16 | Sep-17 | Sep-18 | Sep-19 Total
Brakenhale academy 1 8 9
Crown Wood academy 1 1
Edgbarrow academy 3 31 2 1 30 67
Garth Hill College 5 4 9
Ranelagh academy 9 9 18
Sandhurst 1 1
St Margaret Clitherow academy 1 1
Totals: 3 6 35 4 11 a7 106

Selective Education

3.25 All secondary schools in the Borough are co-educational comprehensive (11-19).
Parents seeking single gender or selective secondary education for their children
may seek school places in other local authority areas.

Independent schools

3.26 Some parents send their children to independent schools, and there are five such
schools in Bracknell Forest;

9 Licensed VictuallerséSchool Co-educational primary and secondary

1 Heathfield Secondary girlsoé school
1 Wellington College Co-educational for pupils aged 13 to 18

1 Eagle House Co-educational preparatory school

1 Lambrook-Haileybury Co-educational preparatory school
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4.

Pl anniregsA

4.1 Bracknell Forest is divided into three Planning Areas for school places:

1 North Bracknell
T South Bracknell
T Crowthorne & Sandhurst

Bracknell Forest - School Planning Areas 2019
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School

S
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5.1 There are 37 schools in this SPP which are set out on the table below:

Planning Designated
Area School Type Status Area
North Bracknell
Binfield CE Primary Primary Voluntary Aided Yes
Kings Academy Oakwood Primary Academy Yes
Meadow Vale Primary Primary Maintained Yes
Warfield CE Primary Primary [Voluntary Controlled Yes
Kings Academy Binfield (primary) Primary Academy Yes
King's Academy Binfield (secondary) Secondary Academy Yes
Cranbourne Primary Primary Maintained Yes
Holly Spring Primary Primary Maintained Yes
Sandy Lane Primary Primary Maintained Yes
Ascot Heath Primary Primary Maintained Yes
St Josephs RC Primary Primary Voluntary Aided No
Whitegrove Primary Primary Maintained Yes
Winkfield St Marys CE Primary Primary [Voluntary Controlled Yes
Garth Hill College Secondary Maintained Yes
South Bracknell
Crown Wood Primary Primary Academy Yes
Fox Hill Primary Primary Maintained Yes
Harmans Water Primary Primary Maintained Yes
St Michaels Easthampstead CE Primary | Primary Voluntary Aided No
Wildridings Primary Primary Maintained Yes
The Brakenhale Secondary Academy Yes
Birch Hill Primary Primary Maintained Yes
Great Hollands Primary Primary Academy Yes
Jennetts Park CE Primary Primary Academy Yes
St Margaret Clitherow RC Primary Primary Voluntary Aided No
The Pines Primary Primary Maintained Yes
Wooden Hill Primary Primary Maintained Yes
Easthampstead Park Secondary Secondary Maintained Yes
|Ranelagh CE Secondary | Secondary | Academy No
Crowthorne & Sandhurst
Crowthorne CE Primary Primary [Voluntary Controlled Yes
New Scotland Hill Primary Primary Maintained Yes
Wildmoor Heath Primary Primary Academy Yes
Edgbarrow Secondary Secondary Academy Yes
College Town Primary Primary Maintained Yes
Owlsmoor Primary Primary Maintained Yes
St Michaels Sandhurst CE Primary Primary Voluntary Aided Yes
Uplands Primary Primary Maintained Yes
Sandhurst Secondary Secondary Maintained Yes
Others
College Hall PRU Maintained No
Kennel Lane SEN Maintained No

11
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6. Designat ad pAr e a

6.1 The map below sets out the primary school designated areas.

Primary Schools - Designated Areas 2019
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6.2 The map below sets out the secondary school designated areas.

Secondary Schools - Designated Areas 2019
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